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Dear Co~tmity Member: 

~ December 2008, ;to EPA fact sheeJ ;µm<>unced the availability -bf the Technical Assistance 
Se.rvices for Cofuinh~itie&. (TASC) .pr9gram for its work at the Sama Susana Field Laboratory 
(SSFL). The .TA~C is fu_nd_eo ~d. man~ged . J.tn4er a .national EPA contra.ct, anci provides an 
ind~pend~rit . environment4l ·expert . to . flS~ist the comm~nity to understand EPA' s work and 
provide input into .. ~h¢' prq.ces_s. . . . 

· hiitially, two groups ma.de formal.expressions of.interest in receiving TA.SC services, followed 
. later . by ~ th.frd grpup. Through qum~rous discus~ions · with various active members of the 

cotnmu\iity, J3.PA., l.e~m~s\ 1lJ.at ther~ was opposition to TAS.C . 
. ,, . . . ' . . . .. 

. on·May 27, ·:foo~. ~ TA$C infQrina.tional meeting was a~ended by a TASC contractor and many 
co·mro.@ity tti.~ljlbi.ri 'who .exp(~~&¢d stt~ngly~h~ld opposing viewpojpts . . While ·some attendees 
suppo~#d JA~C)n4 ':V,.~!~4 to r~9~i~e TASC s~rvices, otn,~rs W~!e oppds~d to TASC being .· 
mac:;le ._av~il,able to any gt¢up. · . · · · · . 

. . . . . .: : ~ : . . . . . ' ' . 
. . . .J. 

Some atten~~e.S, . qu~~tj~n~ci l~e !. A$,C pr9gr~' s ability to fin~ an fodep~n4e.ht ,teclmic'al adyisor_ . 
sliffi~~~~tiy qu~}iJi~ft~--~~v~~1 ~he. µigllly tedw!cal radiological d~~u.Jpe_nts: 9thers claimed that 

· · . the existipg S.S:f'J:;,~Ifit~t ig.e,n~y._ W~r~group was sufficient t9 ~eet ~he4· )j.~~qs aild. pro~ested the 
· . . additionat_i~1'ei!ings they:~puli;l)i~ve to attend. Some w·ere.concerned that TASC;would not be 

focused . &1 EPA:~ s 'work:huf · ori' long~debated sources of the .' original coniaminati~>n and 
cliallpngis apo~t' 9jai'm~d-~~th~~lt4 iqip~~ts. . .. · . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . 

EPA spent :~9p~~-~~_n1p~~ ')0-}e.: cqnii~~ring. all of th~. conun,~nts. re~¢iv¢d at . t~e ·ihfonI1ational 
. meetI~~; .~nµJpro~&~ ;PQP.Q~. c.~11&,.,~g <tirx~f conversati?n.s. EPA attempted· to find a process to 
• proVideTASC servites t.ll~fwas iticfosive'o.f vwiolJS perspectives while .addressing concerns. 

B~s¢.d \m. sigilifjf~nf oppci~j~i~(fb)',A§~, :EPA Region IX nas: ·d.~cid~d twt !P pro\j~e TASC 
· setvic~:s -for it~:r:adiol,ogicai·iuryey work at the SSFL, ·at the .present time: EPA remains open to 
. prov}cJipg TA$<;: s~fyiq_~s):f an ~ppro"pri~te process cari be established or potentially folded into . 
the publ.i~-Pilrticipatiori ~fforts of t~e State agency that has lead responsibility for the cleanup, 
PTSC. . . 
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EPA's TASC contract manager, Luis Garcia-Bakarich, is currently oh extended Family Leave. 
For questions about the TASC program, please contact Dana Barton at 415-972-3087. For 
questions about EPA' s community involvement activities at SSFL, please contact myself at 415-
972-3245 or at EPA's toll-free message line, 800-231-3075, or via ~-mail at 
cooper.david@epa.gov. 

s;J;;) 
David Cooper 
Community Involvement Coordinator 




